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'Thank You' - A New Angelicism Documentary
Part one of a new documentary about the release of Paradise.
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Thank You, part one of a new documentary about the worldwide screening of the film Paradise, is now available to watch on YouTube. The documentary lasts 42 minutes and was made almost entirely from original footage shot by those who screened it. Paradise was shown in three separate cuts in 48 cities on the weekend of 9 August. The longest cut—Paradise Cut—was exactly 10 hours long and was ‘folded’ into a 5 hour split-screen version—Warhol Cut—that also constituted a new edit of the longer film. The Warhol Cut was then sped up to a run time of 3 hours and re-edited and renamed Honor Levy Warhol Nightcore Cut. 1.2K people saw the film(s) between the 9th and the 11th of August and some cities showed 2 or more versions of the film, in some cases simultaneously.

Paradise forms both a new cut of the film previously called Film01 but also an entirely new movie. While Film01 was accompanied by large amounts of documentation and already contained in its later cuts documentary sequences about the film’s earlier screenings, Thank You is perhaps angelism’s first stand-alone ‘documentary’. It covers the weekend of the screenings and moves between Shanghai, Riga, Tokyo, Berlin, Paris, Istanbul, Belo Horizonte, Kuala Lumpur, Los Angeles, Dhaka, Dublin, Melbourne, Warsaw, Laxe, London, Toronto, Brussels, Utica, Montreal, Stockholm and elsewhere—and sometimes touches down in New York City. (Some of the documentary is in un-subtitled Chinese. This section actually presents a human translation into Chinese of an angelicism AI text about ‘the logic of extinction’ read by the clone originally known as angelicism_beijing who was present in Shanghai and shot some of the footage for the documentary.)

Film01 was originally conceived as the making of several films at once. At least to begin with two main ‘cuts’ were planned: the NYC Cut, which was shown on 5 June 2023 in New York City at Anthology Film Archives, and the Paradise Cut, which was always intended to be 10 hours in length. In a sense, each part of the ‘film01’ apparatus is still in search of a name. ‘Film01’ itself remains a kind of placeholder for a set of different cuts and additional projects and names—like Thank You—all of which can always be renamed something else. Paradise is also known as ‘heaven/paradise’, or more precisely as

    heaven | paradise

where the bar replaces the slash. The ‘folded’ Warhol version of the paradise or heaven/paradise or heaven | paradise cut is conceived in part in the spirit of Chelsea Girls (1966), a kind of Warholian/Dimes Square hybrid. Warhol made Chelsea Girls as an 8 hour film and then showed it on two projectors to cut its length in half. Warhol also evolved the idea of zero direction (this led to aggression toward him in the frame) and minus-one editing (he allowed the projectionist to fuck with the reels). The heaven/paradise cut(s) play with stochastic editing and allow a ‘desubjective: heaven’ implant for example from Trillo and Polik’s Choreomata. The duration of the paradise cut implies invisible images: many will make out at or away from the film’s indifference. Paradise is a film in which human observation as such is allowed to trend to zero, a film made out of the flows of a desubjective heaven. What gets seen is the no need to see to see. This is what the paradise cut in part shows. The cinematic viewer becomes a pass-through ultra-light enlightenment white hotel movie analysis happy medium. Since art cinema is itself invisibly dated, and invisible images predicate an invisible film with no need to be to be, the film feels optimistic about life, and everything after.

Thank You is a film that says thank you not only to those who made the screenings of Paradise possible but to everyone else contained or involved in the set of cuts called ‘film01’—as well as ‘everyone else’. It features a member of angelicism_melbourne reading from Dialogues on CoreCore & the Contemporary Online Avant-Garde, one of the editors of which made this description of what ‘film01’ means and does:

    In this way, every piece of found-footage, every film—why not this review, after all?—is part of the wellspring of which Film01 exhibits full expression. The ‘New York Cut’ is merely a part per se of the Film01 as such, which is film itself—all of it, all at once.

One of the many misrepresentations of Film01 is that it is made only of found internet footage. The majority of each of the cuts is actually made with original footage and produces in each case original montages. Thank You depicts a situation in which the viewer is asked to decide their own viewing distance. It contains images of the screening of a film which is not so much ‘film itself—all of it, all at once’, as a neighborhood of images and cuts each looking out on and through the other transecting windows film zero one includes. Film01 is, perhaps, more of a paradisiacal neighborhood of images and situations and documentation than a film.

Thank You, part one, is available here.
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